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***** This volume in NASA s continuing series of annual chronologies records the events of 1973. The 15th year of the space agency s existence is
memorable to the public as the Year of Skylab and the Year of Jupiter. The nation s first earth-orbital laboratory was launched. Beginning with a
dramatic 10-day fix-it effort that restored Skylab s capability to generate electrical power, three three-man crews rendezvoused and docked with
the space laboratory. Their total of 12 351 man-hours in space supported the feasibility of prolonged manned space flight. Even more impressive
were the volume and quality of experiment results. The sophisticated battery of telescopes in the Apollo Telescope Mount produced 182 842 frames
of film and 941 hours of manned viewing of the sun. The earth was not neglected either. Orienting the laboratory toward the earth, astronauts took
a total of 40 286 frames of earth-resources photographs. Electric furnace experiments with zero-gravity manufacturing offered interesting
possibilities of new industrial processes that cannot be achieved in earth gravity. Assimilation of the knowledge contained in the mass of data is still
continuing. As the year closed, Pioneer 10 swept by the planet Jupiter after a 21-month flight that traversed a billion kilometers. Passing through
the intense radiation surrounding the largest planet in our solar system, Pioneer 10 sent back 300 close-up photographs of the planet and its inner
moons, along with other measurements of the swirling atmosphere and its massive Red Spot and of the magnetic, radiation, and electrical
environments. Even as it returned the data-much of which contradicted previous theories-Pioneer 10 was heading outward toward the orbits of
Saturn and Pluto. In the late 1980s it will become...
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