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actions throughout World War II from one of his closest aides. Major Gerhard Engel was Hitler s army adjutant from 1938 to 1943. During his years
with Hitler, Engel kept a diary. AEer the war, he added material to shed further light on certain events, military and political decisions, and Hitler s
attitude to particular problems. His diary covers the decision-making process behind crucial military actions, including the annexation of Austria,
the invasion of Czechoslovakia, and the war against Russia. He also addresses intrigue within Hitler s inner circle and his casual conversations with
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failure to exert firm leadership. Engel depicts Hitler as a vacillating, contrary man. It is not unlikely that this encouraged his generals to impose
themselves and argue their plan to rush Moscow, which ultimately contributed to the defeat of the Third Reich.
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