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Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication,
Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the
Natural History of Creation

By James A. Secord

University Of Chicago Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 624 pages. Dimensions:
9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1.2in.Fiction or philosophy, profound knowledge or shocking heresy When Vestiges
of the Natural History of Creation was published anonymously in 1844, it sparked one of the
greatest sensations of the Victorian era. More than a hundred thousand readers were spellbound by
its startling visionan account of the world that extended from the formation of the solar system to
the spiritual destiny of humanity. As gripping as a popular novel, Vestiges combined all the current
scientific theories in fields ranging from astronomy and geology to psychology and economics. The
book was banned, it was damned, it was hailed as the gospel for a new age. This is where our own
public controversies about evolution began. In a pioneering cultural history, James A. Secord uses
the story of Vestiges to create a panoramic portrait of life in the early industrial era from the
perspective of its readers. We join apprentices in a factory town as they debate the consequences
of an evolutionary ancestry. We listen as Prince Albert reads aloud to Queen Victoria from a book
that preachers denounced as blasphemy vomited from the mouth of...
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Reviews

Extensive information for book fans. It is writter in basic words and never hard to understand. It is extremely di@icult to leave it before concluding, once
you begin to read the book.
-- Otis Wisoky

This publication is great. It is full of wisdom and knowledge You will not really feel monotony at at any time of the time (that's what catalogs are for
relating to when you ask me).
-- Dr. Everett Dicki DDS
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