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United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 and you look at the costumes and you look at the colors, and all of a sudden, geometry and math comes alive. My
sister developed a program called Making the Connections that was funded by the National Science Foundation, and it was for 3rd through 5th
grade girls in the inner city schools in Denver. I helped her with this program. These are the drawings of sci-entists and engineers made by these
girls before taking the pro-gram. At least someone laughed. That is good. AEer the 3-week program, the same girls started drawing these pictures.
They looked more like themselves, because they had the opportunity to see themselves as scientists and engineers. There are many other
programs throughout the country. In fact, in my written testimony I refer to these as the intellectual victory gardens of the 21st Century. They are
cropping up all over the country. We need to support them. And who funds these programs It is the National Science Foun-dation. The NSF is the
premier Federal agency for encouraging women and minorities into these innovative programs. They are sensitive to the discrepancy between the
composition of the general workforce and those that are going into science, technology, engi-neering, and math. NSF has made this commitment.
They delivered on this commit-ment. In the last 20 years, they have doubled the number of women that have gone into science and engineering. I
would like to conclude, because I notice...
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