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for the Year Ending June 30, 1987: Document 15; Report of the Examining Committee, 1 April 1986 31 March 1987 The considerable progress already
realized in attainment of these goals must be attributed largely to an unprecedented increase of thirty percent in Operating support from the City of
Boston and the establishment of a capital program for improvements to library buildings throughout the city. All users of the Library will share my
deep gratitude to Mayor Raymond L. Flynn for this extraordinary support. In addition, the leadership of Senate President William M. Bulger helped
gain a major increase in support from the Commonwealth to help the Library improve the research resources which are used by citizens from all
parts of the state. Of the many achievements of the past year to be found throughout this report, one which I consider most meaningful is the
restoration of children s services at the Library. Two years ago, more than half the community libraries were functioning without a children s
librarian. This situation, dictated by unavoidable budget cuts of the past, was particularly tragic for a library which had been in the vanguard of
services to children for over a century. As of the end of this year, children s librarian positions have been reestablished in all twenty-five
neighborhood libraries. The appeal that books hold for children is remarkable in our age, when one considers the competition. Television, complex
video games, skateboards, computers, sports, and brightly colored plastic toys all vie with the printed word for the attention of the young. And yet,
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