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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Anzengruber s
Portrayal of Character: A Dissertation A great part of each writer s real worth rests in his ability to represent the truths of reality. The test of the poet,
111 the broader sense of the word, his most valid claim to have his name remembered by posterity, rests in his power to re?ect through his
characters the nature of the human soul. The deep philosophical truths which his characters utter need not make them worthy of attention.
According to the degree in which they represent the funda mental characteristics of the human kind, do they have a right to exist. The specific
environment in which the author has placed his characters, and the people with whom they are brought in contact, and by whom they are in?
uenced, may be foreign to the one, who, years, yes, generations aCer wards, studies them. Yet, if they represent in their strug gles the innate,
eternal, strivings of the human soul, with its failures and successes; if they seem to us like living men and women with all of the human emotions
and passions, they are worthy-of, and fruitful for, study. The important point is that these characters should be in harmony with their surroundings,
and that their activities should be those true to such an environment. It has been those very qualities which have made all peoples interested in
Shakespeare s tempted Brutus; in Victor Hugo s sorely tried Jean Vazljean; and in Goethe s restless Faust. Each is a character entirely diIerent from
the other in his aspirations, in his trials, and in his general environment; but each represents to us a genuine human being with his constantly
changing yet ever...
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