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Religion in Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and
Historical Knowledge (Hardback)

By Sonja Luehrmann

Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. What can atheists tell us about religious life? Russian archives contain a wealth of
information on religiosity during the Soviet era, but most of it is written from the hostile
perspective of officials and scholars charged with promoting atheism. Based on archival research
in locations as diverse as the multi-religious Volga region, Moscow, and Texas, Sonja Luehrmann
argues that we can learn a great deal about Soviet religiosity when we focus not just on what
documents say but also on what they did. Especially during the post-war decades (1950s-1970s),
the puzzle of religious persistence under socialism challenged atheists to develop new approaches
to studying and theorizing religion while also trying to control it. Taking into account the logic of
filing systems as well as the content of documents, the book shows how documentary action made
religious believers firmly a part of Soviet society while simultaneously casting them as ideologically
alien. When juxtaposed with oral, printed, and samizdat sources, the records of institutions such as
the Council of Religious Affairs and the Communist Party take on a dialogical quality. In distanced
and carefully circumscribed form, they...

@ READ ONLINE
[6.63MB]

i finished reading through this book in which really altered me, change the way i believe.

-- Sigrid Brown
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