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asceticism almost amounting to insipidity. His musical language has lost nothing of its mysterious reticence, of its close conciseness, of the
elevation that on the whole distinguishes it, nor has it gained in facility, clearness, or comprehensibility. So there is nothing that can be admired
without reserve, until with sure step, with strong, proud gait that reminds one of the majesty of Beethoven, the finale strides out. After a bar or two
of deeply sorrowful complaint, it braces itself to a turbulent pizzicato of the strings, as a man who would get rid of pain by nerving himself to action.
With the entry of the chorale, the hearer experiences a sensation of brightness as at the rising of the sun after a night of sorrow. The last mists
disappear as before the breaking light, and the movement closes in strong, healthy gladness. Here the arts of music and poetry mingle indissolubly,
and the musical, cannot be separated from the poetic, impression. Here is a truly great artistic achievement, the value of which is but slightly
prejudiced by the consideration that the joy theme has an unmistakable resemblance as of son to father to that of the ninth symphony. This
movement is worthy of the man who composed the German Requiem. Dorffel, of the Leipziger Nackrichten, wrote: The interest of all present was
centred on the new symphony, which, on the whole, justified the great expectations...
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