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question which has been announced for our consideration. We cannot overestimate the gravity of this question, either for the Church or for the
Commonwealth. It is not in any sense a Theological question as between diKerent schools of religious belief. I have no controversy whatever in this
discussion with forms of faith. Neither is it an Ecclesiastical question as between diKerent modes of administration of Church aKairs. Within the
sphere of this discussion, it is of no moment by what particular form Christians may organize and govern themselves. Neither is it a Political
question as aKecting the measures of parties or bringing political parties as now constituted under criticism and review. Yet it is a question of the
profoundest significance both for Religion and for Public Policy. On one side it touches the fundamental principle of purity and spirituality in
Religion - a principle always threatened by alliance with the State; - on the other hand, the question touches the fundamental principle of liberty of
conscience, which is always impaired or trammelled when the State in any wise meddles with Religion. It is a question also of grave concern to the
peace and order of Society; for upon its timely settlement by wise and just principles, may depend whether men of all creeds shall here live
together with mutual respect and good will; or the Government...
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