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contrariety of direction to some line which we have before represented by a positive algebraical symbol. For let AB be a line, containing a units,
which we y A c express algebraically by a or+a. Then, if from the end B we measure oI in the direction BA a line BC containing b units, the length of
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become negative, and may be written - (b - a). We infer, then, that, when the algebraical expression for a line is negative, the (-) sign indicates
contrariety of direction to a line which...
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