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***x* Excerpt from The Forge of Clohogue: A Story of the Rebellion of 98 The singular favour with which Hugh Roach the Ribbonman has been
received by the Irish public has induced me to issue the present volume - the second of the series. It is intended to commemorate in attractive form
the bravery and dauntlessness of the gallant Wexfordmen in the stormy days of 98. The old people who bore the brunt of the struggle, and from
whose lips | heard, around the winter fire, in earliest boyhood, the stories of the Rebellion, are dead and gone - and, | grieve to say it, with many in
Ireland their high courage and manful bearing are fast becoming dim traditions. Partly, my mind being thus filled with the scenes of the Rebellion,
and more, | dare say, from the fact that the stories mine ears first hearkened to were associated with it, nearly all my novels have reference to that
eventful period. The Forge of Clohogue is one of them. Whether or not the freedom of our land can be achieved by peaceful means, or whether the
exigencies of European conflict shall make it possible - or imperative - some day for Irishmen to stand with arms in their hands, is alone known to
God; but in any case it can do no harm and much good to have the story of the bold uprising of the Wexfordmen told once more. The brave hearts,
long laid to rest in the graveyards of their fair southern valleys - fairest and dearest to me of all that God s sunlight shines down upon! - taught by
their lives two lessons worth...
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