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***x* Excerpt from Amusements of Worcester School Children, Vol. 6: A Dissertation Educators are coming more widely to recognize that
development following natures laws is not always a steady growth in one direction, but often by sudden starts and rapid shoots at what are termed

the nascent periods. They also recognize that, to guide the formation of true men and women, they must know more of what these nascent periods
are, of what the natural tendencies of the child are in the normal process of his development. Such beliefs have led to the many attempts to study in
a variety of ways the natural interests of children. The present study is but another such attempt based on the belief that the spontaneous activity
of the child affords the best opportunity for the investigation of interest. It is not expected that the most careful study of the outward expression of
the life of a limited number of children can settle the problem of childrens interests; but we believe that this study, touching as it does the lives of
several thousand children now attending our public schools, may serve some as a rough criterion of their work, confirming in many cases the results
of general observation and honest experimentation, and in other directions pointing just as directly toward vital errors. Not only will it serve as a
criterion of value, but will also contain many hints to the thoughtful teacher for special devices and methods of teaching. This paper, originally

intended as a preparation for a more extended study (which may yet follow), is based almost entirely upon the answers of some two thousand

children in the public schools of...
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