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convenience it is customary to divide the field of New Testament scholarship into various departments in which the critical, historical, exegetical
and theological problems presented by the literature are investigated. The division, however, must not blind us to the unity of the field and the
close interrelation of its several parts. The conclusion we reach in one section inevitably reacts on our study of another. It might seem as if a
passage bore the same interpretation whatever its date and whoever its author. But this is by no means the case, since the same expressions may
mean different things on different lips or when addressed to varying conditions. The ultimate aim of the New Testament student is to understand
the religious and theological development which is reflected in the documents. But to do this he must reconstruct the movement of external events
and within this environment trace the career of the Founder and the growth of the primitive Church. He must, in other words, pursue the study of
New Testament history. Then he must minutely examine the documents in detail; that is, he must devote himself to the exegesis of the New
Testament. Moreover, he cannot master the various types of doctrine within the literature without confronting the problems of authorship, nor can
he trace the chronological development of thought without settling the relative date of his documents. These problems of date and authorship are
the special concern of New Testament Introduction. And just as New Testament Theology depends for its results to no little extent on the sister
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