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January 13, 1874 Therefore, in conclusion, I o pose this bill as over-legislation. It will be barren of practical reen ts. Many years of service have
taught me some lessons of humility. I did not miscalculate at the begin ning of the war, as to the way it would end, as some did of my part I expected
that slavery would be riddled to death by the bullet. Did not miscalculate as to the Freedmen s Bureau and its mischievous results; nor as to the
consequences of universal suErage, now seen in the radical States South compared with the conservative States - as to their taxes, peace,
prosperity, and credit. But I did miscalcnlate as to the effect of enlisting the blacks as soldiers, and as to their re ception and conduct here. Besides, I
had thought that in time they would see the importance of dividing their vote between the parties, and thus, while avoiding collisions with the
white race, command more care and respect. It is hard to prescribe for the evils which have own up since and out of our civil war; but there is a rule
whio is safe: Put not your faith in legislation to rectify social troubles and race divis ions. The pendulum of the gentleman from Iowa is swinging just
now in favor of laissez fairs, and away from that subtle form of fetichism - the blind adoration through the centuries, of overnmental omnipotence.
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