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By Charles Mingus

Random House USA Inc, United States, 1992. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of
the essential composers in the history of jazz, and Beneath the Underdog, his celebrated, wild,
funny, demonic, anguished, shocking, and profoundly moving memoir, is the greatest
autobiography ever written by a jazz musician. It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during
the 1920s and 1930s; his outcast adolescent years; his apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but
also with pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his golden years in New York City with such
legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, and Dizzy
Gillespie. Here is Mingus in his own words, from shabby roadhouses to fabulous estates, from the
psychiatric wards of Bellevue to worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for all his travels never
straying too far, always returning to music. This book is the purest of dynamite. Like the
autobiographies of Jelly Roll Morton, Louis Armstrong and Billie Holiday and like A. B. Spellman s
Four Lives in the Bebop Business, it says more about the American psyche in general and black
survival in particular...
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ReviewsReviews

Definitely among the best book I have got possibly study. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Once you begin to read the book,
it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Olga Ledner MD-- Olga Ledner MD

Complete guide for publication enthusiasts. I have read and i am sure that i will going to study again once again in the future. Your way of life period will be
transform once you total looking over this publication.
-- Shayne O'Conner-- Shayne O'Conner
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