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A Report on Large Landholdings in Southern California With Recommendations, 1919, Vol. 1 The State Commission of Immigration and Housing, in
its work of protecting and caring for the immigrant has found itself constantly confronted by various phases of the land problem, and particularly by
the diBiculties attending the prospective settler of small means who tries to obtain a secure footing on the soil. In its second annual report, under
the heading The Land Situation, the Commission said: Few will take issue with the contention that California should comfortably support many,
many times her present population. On the other hand it must be conceded that there have been times during the past few years when it seemed as
if California was unable to support even her present limited population. That this paradoxical state of aBairs does exist is in itself conclusive
evidence of a weak spot in our social structure. The explanation seems to rest in the facts that on the one hand growth of population depends upon
easy access to the land; whereas, on the other hand, the prospective purchaser finds land either obtainable only at excessive prices, or withheld
altogether from the market by those who refuse to sell in the hope that the future will bring them a much higher price. To this increased value, these
latter contribute nothing but mere abstinence. Land withheld from sale is practically nonexistent; thus the available supply is limited, and
consequently prices on the land oBered for sale are artificially and unnaturally forced up. Idle and unimproved land seems to constitute one of the
safest and most profitable investments. And, unfortunately for the unemployed, the investment in land does not...
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