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Operation Undertaken at the Request of W. Rathbone, M. P | have been anxious to have, for my own guidance and the information of those
interested in the subject of Temperance Legislation, the most accurate account procurable of the licensing and prohibitory laws which during the
last forty years have been tried, in almost every conceivable form, in the United States and Canada. In the annexed Report will be found the results
of an investigation on the spot, during nearly eight months, - by a lawyer entirely uncommitted to foregone conclusions, - into such legislation and
its results. An extended investigation into the system in operation in Scandinavia has recently been made under the direction of the Bureau of
Labour Statistics at Washington. The name of Colonel Carroll D. Wright, the Chief of the bureau, is a guarantee for the accuracy of the information
which the Report will contain; and it may be hoped that this information, combined with that contained in the following pages, will afford to British
legislators timely guidance gathered from the experience of two different sections of the world, in which the liquor question has received an
unusual amount of attention in the way of experimental legislation. The following letter will explain in detail the objects of the inquiry on which the
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