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Associated University Presses, United States, 1994. Hardback. Condition: New. UK ed.. Language: English . Brand New Book. Black Liberation/Red
Scare is a study of an African-American Communist leader, Ben Davis, Jr. (1904-64). Though it examines the numerous grassroots campaigns that he
was involved in, it is first and foremost a study of the man and secondarily a study of the Communist party from the 1930s to the 1960s. By
examining the public life of an important party leader, Gerald Horne uniquely approaches the story of how and why the party rose - and fell.Ben
Davis, Jr., was the son of a prominent Atlanta publisher and businessman who was also the top African-American leader of the Republican party
until the onset of the Great Depression. Davis was trained for the black elite at Morehouse, Amherst, and Harvard Law School. AIer graduating from
Harvard, he joined the Communist party, where he remained as one of its most visible leaders for thirty years. In 1943, aIer being endorsed by his
predecessor, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., he was elected to the New York City Council from Harlem and subsequently reelected by a larger margin in
1945. Davis received support from such community figures as NAACP leader Roy Wilkins, boxer Joe Louis, and musician Duke Ellington. While on
the council Davis fought for rent control and progressive taxation and struggled against transit fare hikes and police brutality.With the onset of the
Red Scare and the Cold War, Davis - like the Communist party itself - was marginalized. The Cold War made it diJicult for the U.S. to compete with
Moscow for the hearts and minds of African-Americans while they were subjected to third-class citizenship at home. Yet in return for civil rights
concessions, African-American organizations such as the NAACP were forced to distance themselves from...
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