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*xxxx Excerpt from Layman s Bible Commentary, Vol. 17 The Layman s Bible Commentary is based on the conviction that the Bible has the Word of
good news for the whole world. The Bible is not the property of a special group. It is not even the property and concern of the Church alone. It is
given to the Church for its own life but also to bring Gods offer of life to all mankind - wherever there are ears to hear and hearts to respond. It is this
point of view which binds the separate parts of the Layman s Bible Commentary into a unity. There are many volumes and many writers, coming
from varied backgrounds, as is the case with the Bible itself. But also as with the Bible there is a unity of purpose and of faith. The purpose is to
clarify the situations and language of the Bible that it may be more and more fully understood. The faith is that in the Bible there is essentially one
Word, one message of salvation, one gospel. The Layman s Bible Commentary is designed to be a concise non-technical guide for the layman in
personal study of his own Bible. Therefore, no biblical text is printed along with the comment upon it. This commentary will have done its work
precisely to the degree in which it moves its readers to take up the Bible for themselves. The writers have used the Revised Standard Version of the
Bible as their basic text. Occasionally they have differed from this translation. Where this is the case they have given their reasons. In the main, no
attempt has been made...
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