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Summary: THERE is an obscure little place in Macedonia which deserves the title of "the home of lost causes." Castoria is a town cloistered among
the hills and mirrored in a lake of calm. It stands amidst the waters on its narrow neck of land, and the ruined gateways that block the road to the
mainland and the modern world serve only as an exit for the restless and the young. To the west a discreet curtain of low hills rises abruptly from
the further shore, veiling the plain where the Albanian is master. To the north and the east there are mountains on whose slopes hang the white
villages of Slav peasants, but at a distance one may confound them with the snows.Castoria itself is Greek, an islet fixed amid the unquiet waves of
Albanian raid and Bulgarian rebellion. It is disdainfully, completely Greek, and it treats as vain travellers' tales the rumours that tell of other races
and barbarian peoples. The Bulgarians of the next hamlet are remote as anthropophagi; the Albanians just beyond the hill are the unknown tribes of
the Cimmerian darkness. On this rock the Byzantine Empire has never ended. It was a place of exile under the Eastern Caesars, and the modern
people of Castoria are the lineal descendants of patriots who contended against the Filioque clause. To this day it boasts its hundred and fiIy
churches-votive chapels for the most part, erected by banished noblemen in the hope that Providence might think better of it and restore them to
favour at court. There are, to be sure, some Turks in Castoria, but they are nomads and aliens who came but yesterday and may go to-
morrow.There...
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