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***** Brief overview On the Midnight Train: Moscow to Leningrad begins with two chapters of international memoirs, written over time about our
American team s conflict resolution teaching and learning overseas during crucial earlier change points in the U.S. relationship with Russia and
Cuba. At those times, 26 years ago for Russia, leaders of both countries believed that the Cold War was apparently coming to an end. National
leaders and media agreed. Regarding the Soviet Union and Russia, here was a time of fast-improving communication between our two countries
and, on all sides, a growing feeling of hope for the future. Our conflict resolution team, from Tacoma s National Center Associates, Inc., and the
Conflict Resolution, Research, and Resource Institute, Inc., led by Bill Lincoln, had been invited to come to Leningrad (historically the capital city,
St. Petersburg) to work hand-in-hand with a Soviet team to create a first week-long full-time seminar on democratic ecological conflict resolution.
This first course of its kind there was to be for Russian professionals working in a number of disciplines, all concerned for how to work together to
negotiate solutions for crucial ecological dangers. Our Russian counterparts, with whom we would work to build this cooperative seminar, worked
in Leningrad at the country s largest Planning Institute, which was responsible for the civic planning of about 500 cities. Ecological dangers were
fast emerging there in ferocious and highly confusing dimensions. Our work there lasted several years and, in spite of the odds, led to creation of
conflict resolution academic programs at quite a number of Russian universities. In 1995, our conflict resolution firm went to Cuba to co-develop in
partnership with Cuba s Diplomatic Corps a full-time...
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