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Demand ***** Excerpt: .is concealed. Public virtue, transferred to the table of our amphitheatre, has lost even its carcass under the strokes of the
scalpel. Lover or husband, have you smiled, or have you trembled at this evil? Well, it is with malicious delight that we lay this huge social burden
on the conscience of the predestined. Harlequin, when he tried to find out whether his horse could be accustomed to go without food, was not more
ridiculous than the men who wish to find happiness in their home and yet refuse to cultivate it with all the pains which it demands. The errors of
women are so many indictments of egotism, neglect and worthlessness in husbands. Yet it is yours, reader, it pertains to you, who have often

condemned in another the crime which you yourself commit, it is yours to hold the balance. One of the scales is quite loaded, take care what you
are going to put in the other. Reckon up the number of predestined ones who may be found among the total number of married people, weigh

them, and you will then know where the evil is seated. Let us try to penetrate more deeply into the causes of this conjugal sickliness. The word love,
when applied to the reproduction of the species, is the most hateful blasphemy which modern manners have taught us to utter. Nature, in raising
us above the beasts by the divine gift of thought, had rendered us very sensitive to bodily sensations, emotional sentiment, cravings of appetite and
passions. This double nature of ours makes of man both an animal and a lover. This distinction gives the key to the...
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