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***** Excerpt from Bolivia, the Heart of a Continent: A Few Facts About the Country and Its Activities Surrounded by five nations, or by half of the
republics of a continent, Bolivia occupies a unique and important position in connection with the welfare and progress of South America. Inland in
location, but endowed by nature with products and supplies suitable for the industrial and densely populated nations of the world, the republic in
recent years has turned greater attention to providing modern outlets - to the construction of railroads. Neighboring nations also appear to have
recognized the fact that their own progress is closely linked with that of Bolivia, for practically all of them have built railroads to connect with those
of the Bolivian republic. Argentina has constructed northward to the Bolivian border; two Chilean roads climb the Andes to Bolivia s frontier; a
leading Peruvian road leads to the border lake, Titicaca; while Brazil has steadily pushed the iron rails from the Atlantic westward for hundreds of
miles almost to Bolivia s eastern boundary, the Paraguay River. Commerce is calling for an extension of the latter road to Santa Cruz in Bolivia, the
proposed route lying through an almost virgin region, but comprising lands known to be highly productive. Again, Bolivia contemplates extending
the railway from Cochabamba to Santa Cruz; the consummation of the two enterprises would, therefore, complete rail connection from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. Thus, by gradual additions to railway mileage within Bolivia s border and through neighboring territories, the heart of South America
is being pierced and opened to exploitation. A great part of this heart or undeveloped area belongs to Bolivia, so...
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