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Carolina Academic Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. New.. Language: English . Brand New Book. In the 1990s, the so-called
Russian mafia dominated newspaper headlines, political analysis, and academic articles around the world. It was the new scourge, a threat so
massive that it was believed to hold the Russian economy hostage. Former FBI Director Louis Freeh announced that the Russian mafia was a
significant threat to the national security of the United States.Before the end of the decade, Director Freeh reversed himself, saying that in reality
the magnitude of the danger from the Russian mafia had been overestimated. Heading into the new millennium, the international hue and cry
about gangsters from the former Soviet Union subsided dramatically, particularly aFer the terrorist attacks of September 11. Al-Qaeda shiFed the
spotlight from organized crime to terrorism and U.S. homeland security. Has the Russian mafia been eradicated or has it simply fallen below the
radar? Countless books and articles have reported on the Russian mafia in breathless terms bordering on hysteria. Casting a broad net, Serio brings
a diHerent, more analytical approach to his exploration of the subject. In Investigating the Russian Mafia, Part I begins by asking a series of basic
questions: What did the Soviets understand mafia to mean? Was this a Russian phenomenon or more broadly-based, multi-ethnic groups? How did
the media influence the perception of the Russian mafia? What does a close examination of the oHicial statistics reveal about the nature of crime
groups in the former Soviet Union? In Part II, Serio discusses an overview of attitudes and practices of the criminal world, business, and policing,
among others, in Russian history. He demonstrates that many of the forces at work in the 1990s did not originate in the Communist era or arise
because of the collapse...
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