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From the Records of Government, North Western Provinces, Vol. 2 Changes have taken place during the last 40 or 50 years, disorderfng in some
measure the irrigation of certain tracts, and remedies have been of late years applied, but these have been almost entirely confined to restoring
those tracts to the condition they had been in at some former period. But viewing the system generally, we find the levels of the main branches
perfectly well adapted to supply the smaller, and these to distribute again the water to the lands, apparently with the least possible waste of labor
in the excavation of channels, the least multipli cation of sluices and aqueducts, to give the supply the difi erent levels required, and the most
convenient distribution to the various villages and farms, while the drainage of all is at the same time most admirably provided for. The difiiculty of
obtaining a full supply of water in the Cauvery or southern main branch for the irrigation of all Tanjore has been the grievance of ages; Colonel
Caldwell imputed it to the beds being so raised by the accumulations of sand from the Colleroon head to the sea, as to turn the water into the
course of the latter river, and declared his opinion that though temporary measures might improve the supply, nothing but opening the mouth of
the Cauvery, and forcing a great body of water by that course to the sea, could carry off the continual in?ux and accumulations of sand, and
therefore nothing else could keep the beds on a sufficiently low level to ensure a supply of water; and he anticipated that in not many years, the
rivers would...
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