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***** Excerpt from The Premises and Significance of Abraham Lincoln s Letter to Theodore Canisius | was anxious to speak with you on politics a
little more fully than I can well do in a letter. My main object in such conversation would be to hedge against divisions in the Republican ranks
generally, and particularly for the contest of 1860. The point of danger is the temptation in different localities to platform for something which will
be popular just there, but which, nevertheless, will be a firebrand elsewhere, especially in a national convention. As instances, the movement
against foreigners in Massachusetts; in Ohio, to repeal the Fugitive Slave law. In these things there is explosive matter enough to blow up a half a
dozen national conventions, if it gets into them. - A. Lincoln to Schuyler Colfax, July 6, 1859. In its issue of May 25, 1859, The Daily Express and
Herald of Dubuque, lowa, the most influential Democratic paper in the state at that time, contained the following racy editorial article, the product
probably of the editor s own pen, Mr. J. B. Dorr s: The Leaders Panic Stricken A class in definitions was reciting its lessons in school once upon a
time, where we were present, when the word panic fell to the lot of a boy who had a good deal of native talent, but was rather negligent of his
studies. This little fellow abhorred the idea of an appearance of failing and would always say something whether right or wrong. The teacher
repeated, John define panic . John hesitated a moment as if collecting his thoughts, and then spoke up, - Panic, Sir, Yes,...
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