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near London in Hertfordshire, the novel follows the activities of Elizabeth Bennet, the second of five daughters of a country gentleman and his
rather crass and intellectually limited wife. The story opens with the uproar surrounding the news than a nearby manor house has been rented by a
well-to-do young single man from London, and the machinations of the local residents with marriageable daughters which ensue. From that
starting point through a series of events both momentous and mundane, appearances and judgments are put to the test as various characters are
gradually revealed to be something other than what they have appeared. Jane Austen Born into a family at the lowest tier of the English landed
gentry, Jane Austen (1775-1817) found modest critical and financial success in her lifetime, but by 1830 her books had been out of print for a decade
when the copyrights were purchased and new illustrated editions included in Richard Bentley s popular Standard Novels series. With wider
exposure they gained popularity and stature, and sold steadily if not spectacularly. Throughout the 19th century Austen s work had an admiring
following among...
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