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Parthian Books, United Kingdom, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Raymond Williams: A Warriors Tale is a
book much in keeping with its subject. Covering the first forty years the book weaves together its subject s life with the times in which he lived. Dai
Smith makes the case that the childhood in working class Wales suffering the prolonged effects of 1926, the horrors of war as a front line soldier and
the demanding years teaching adult classes in south east England, were formative for the politics, intellect and person that came later. This history
is concentrated into the first half of the book, and is the result of prolonged research by Dai Smith during which were recovered people and events,
much of which will be little known to many.The later chapters are a interloculum between biographer and their subject s writings and it is these
which clearly excite Dai Smith s intentions. For here is an extraordinary find, a series of novels, began, put aside, returned to, gutted, and in
important cases finished. It is the story of how a form was developed for which existing writing proved inadequate templates.What, many years
later, Raymond Williams would publicly acknowledge as, the Welsh Industrial Novel, had then few examples known outside their own localities:
Gwyn Jones, Times Like These (1936), Lewis Jones, Cwmardy (1937) and We Live (1939), Jack Jones Rhondda Roundabout (1934) and later The Dark
Philosophers (1946) and All Things Betray Thee (1949) by Gwyn Thomas.In these the peculiar working class experience of demographic upheaval,
industrialisation and building of community, had been variously explored. What A Warriors Tale brings to us is how Raymond Williams made these
experiences his own in the years of writing that would eventually become Border Country. The research for this...
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