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***x* Excerpt from Principles of Auditing, 1916 A young man cam to New York with the intention of entering the profession of accountancy. He was
energetic and ambitious; had a good general education and some experience in accounting work. He obtained employment with a firm of certified
public accountants. The usual grind of footing and checking followed for a while; always under the direction of the man in charge of the
engagement. Finally came the long sought chance to go out on an engagement alone. He received no instructions; in fact he never had received
any instructions about how the work should be done. What he had learned had been learned by observation. He had been afraid to ask questions
for fear such procedure would create the suspicion that he did not know as much about his work as he should. For the same reason when sent on
the engagement alone he did not ask for working papers and reports which would serve as guides. The result of his work almost proved disastrous.
Conscientious and careful as the work had been the report, although prepared with great pains, was not in the form used by the firm. When it was
reviewed by the report department it was not only torn to pieces and made over but the accountant was held up to ridicule before a number of
persons who happened to be in the room. This unfortunate experience would have broken the spirit of some men. In this case it only served to hash
the subject into a frenzied determination to succeed in the field of endeavor which he had chosen. How he toiled far into the night...
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