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saturation, with recommendatory remarks, and receives the unanimous sanction and approbation of the competent, literary and scientific men of
our country. In anticipation of this encouragement and favor, I have attempted to draw historically, and in poetic verse, a picture of ill-fated Erin,
the land of my birth, once the land of strangers; Once the land of mirth, festivity, song, music and poetry; once the land of love, lore, abundance and
hospi tality, and once the land of saints; but, alas, at present the land of sorrow, pestilence a nd starva tion, caused by the perfidious legislation of
despots and strangers; now the ribald s jest, scoD, laugh and scorn of every uncultivated genius, whose faculties have been untouched by the in?
uence of neither liberal nor limited education, or historical burnish, that could suDiciently inform him of Erin s former splendor and greatness, and
the cause of her present degredation. An Irishman, or any other countryman, writing her history, and possessing the fine and delicate feelings of
human nature, and having been conversant with the woes, af?ictions and suDerings of the Irish people, since the time Strongbow and his
myrmidons polluted and ulcer ated her shores with the track of their feet, will make use, in spite of every laudable restraint, per haps of
uncharitable language, as he is precipitated by an admixture of feeling and indignation beyond the boundaries of a charitable description, but ex
aggeration is impossible, as it is not in the power of language to exaggerate in description, the cruelty exercised by the English...
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