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School Controversy: Consisting of Three Letters of the Secretary of the Board of Education, of the State of Massachusetts, in Reply to Charges
Preferred Against the Board The Hon. Secretary, in his last report to t e Legislature, furnishes a practical commentary upon such a use of the Bible in
our schools as this system allows. In the examination of a school at Edinburgh, in Scotland, he found the bo 8 per fectly acquainted with the test of
the four Gospels, and the Epistle to e He brews, so that they could turn to any passage selected at random, in less time than it could be recited by
the examiner, and yet utterly ignorant on points of common morals, as controlled by the Bible. To the interesting narrative of that examination, the
Hon. Secretary subjoins, The children had been admira bly trained in most respects, but their minds seemed not to have been turned in this
direction. The agreement between the system of Mr. Girard and that which is in action here, as Implicated by our correspondent, lies in their both
excluding Christianity as an essential element of education, in the training of children, leaving that to be procured when, and how it may. Now the
Puritans, who founded the Com mon School system, had no such design. The aim of our law (now) is, says the Secretary s report, to secure as much
Of religious instruction as Is compati-s ble with religious freedom and what that is, in the esteem of those in authori ty, may be inferred from what
has been said of the manner in which books are prepared for the reading Of our children. On...
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