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WW Norton Co, United States, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The American publication of The Complete
Stories of J. G. Ballard is a landmark event. Increasingly recognized as one of the greatest and most prophetic novelists, J. G. Ballard was a writer of
enormous inventive powers, who, in the words of Malcolm Bradbury, possessed, like Calvino, a remarkable gift for filling the empty deprived spaces
of modern life with the invisible cities and the wonder worlds of imagination. Best known for his novels, such as Empire of the Sun and Crash,
Ballard rose to fame as the ideal chronicler of disturbed modernity (The Observer). Perhaps less known, though equally brilliant, were his
devastatingly original short stories, which span nearly fi@y years and reveal an unparalleled prescience so unique that a new word-Ballardian-had
to be invented. Ballard, who wrote that short stories are the loose change in the treasury of fiction, easily ignored beside the wealth of novels
available, regretted the fact that the public had increasingly lost its ability to appreciate them. With 98 pulse-quickening stories, this volume helps
restore the very art form that Ballard feared was comatose. Ballard s inimitable style was already present in his early stories, most of them
published in science fiction magazines. These stories are surreal, richly atmospheric and splendidly elliptical, featuring an assortment of
psychotropic houses, time-traveling assassins, and cities without clocks. Over the next fi@y years, his fierce imaginative energy propelled him to
explore new topics, including the dehumanization of technology, the brutality of the corporation, and nuclear Armageddon. Depicting the human
soul as being enervated and corrupted by the modern world (New York Times), Ballard began to examine themes like overpopulation, as in
Billenium, a claustrophobic imagining of a world of 20 billion people crammed into...
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