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***x* Excerpt from The History of Comines, Vol. 1: Englished by Thomas Danett But in a brief half-century his qualities were frozen into a legend, and
all his biographers have Legend precisely the same tale to tell. Jean Sleidan is our earliest and most trustworthy authority, and his statements have
been echoed by a long line of translators and commentators. Whether or no the description be accurate it is impossible to discover; but, since it
does not contradict the slight sketch which may be drawn from the Memoires - since, moreover, it is the consistent portrait of a blameless official, -
it may be accepted for truth in default of a better. Philippe de Comines, then, was of tall stature and a goodly person, fit by his courage for any
enterprise, and by reason of his prudence foremost in the council of his King. Though he was a man of affairs rather than of letters, he was educated
above the habit of his time. He had a perfect command of Italian, German, and Spanish, while he never betrayed his Flemish origin by a faulty
pronunciation of French. His active memory was richly stored with the histories of the past, and, if it was his lifelong regret that he had no Latin, his
own policy was founded upon the example of the Romans. Above all he abhorred idleness; and so fierce was his energy that he could, after the
fashion of Caesar, dictate to four secretaries at a time. But he was neither bookworm nor pedant, and he learned most of all from the discourse of
others, especially of such as were of a foreign nation. About the Publisher...
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