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Observations on the Political Character and Services of President Tyler: And His CabinetThe present work professes to be a review of the political
character and services of the President and his distinguished Cabinet. In preparing the following pages for the press, the author was convinced, that
whatever, particularly in such a momentous crisis of national affairs as the present, may tend to promote a correct knowledge of the intellectual
abilities, public services, and political principles of our statesmen, must prove useful to the people. We estimate the personal merits of others with
reference to the common faculties of mankind. The effects of splendid genius, in active or speculative life, are correctly measured, not so much by
their true elevation, as by the altitude to which they ascend above the level of their age and country. In a political struggle, in relation to the
ascendency of particular men or measures, one who is truly devoted to his country may be allowed to remain silent; but when the great interests of
the nation are at stake, and those interests sought to be afflicted by prostrating the high character of individuals connected with the administration
of its affairs, it becomes every man to act with firmness and resolution, more especially at this crisis, when the examination of questions in almost
every discussion in Congress, is made the vehicle for covert insinuation, and for raillery against the distinguished individuals at the head of the
Government; when disgraceful allusions in the discussions in the public prints are followed up by keen reproaches and bold accusations; when the
public are taught, with unwearied and malicious industry, to look upon them as corrupt men, or ignorant statesmen....
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