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*****_Teenagers today live far healthier, more prosperous and promising lives than ever before. Life expectancy for 15-year-olds today is 77 years
compared with 62 at the beginning of the century. Such killers as typhoid, cholera, polio, and smallpox now pose only minimal threats to American
teens health. Per capita income has increased eight-fold over the course of the century, and things once considered luxuries such as telephones,
televisions, CDs and video games are now staples of teen existence. Girls and minorities now have vastly greater educational and occupational
choices open to them than ever before. . Education levels have been improving across the board. Today s teens are taking more courses in core
academic subjects and more challenging courses than their counterparts in the 1980s. African-Americans and whites now complete high school at
virtually the same high rate: almost 90 percent. . College attendance rates have been increasing over the past decade, but income, race and
ethnicity still play a role. Most young people enroll in post-secondary school within 20 months of graduating high school. Women now are enrolled
in college in greater numbers than men. However, while 90 percent of children from the richest 25 percent of families pursue post-secondary
education, just 60 percent of students from the poorest 25 percent do. And of those going on to post-secondary schools, nearly three quarters of
children from the richest families attend four-year colleges, while over half of those from the poorest families attend vocational, technical or 2-year
institutions. . School-based teen participation in community service has increased. And community service has been demonstrated to improve
academic and social outcomes. One study found, for example, that teens who...
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