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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . not explain such a misunderstanding. Aristotle was the acutest mind
of the school, and where the fundamental problem of fxiOes was concerned his universal curiosity was not such as to be repelled even by the
abstractions of the higher mathematics. Yet he says in explicit terms that the nature of participation 1 A. 7. 1073 a 4, 5. It is curious that few have
been found to dispute Aristotle s statement that the iiopia Xpto, of the Platonic soul-division means actual and not merely ideal severance (De. An.
413 b 28 xPra fcadirep nvks paaiv), yet this separation is quite as much a hard saying as the self-dependent existence of the Idea. was leK by Plato
an open question , and this is borne out by the dialogues themselves.1 (3) Moreover Milhaud s theory seems (a) unduly to depreciate the
mathematical intelligence of Aristotle, and (b) conversely to modernize the thought of Plato to the neglect of the historical development. (a) Is it so
certain, as is oKen assumed, that Aristotle was a weakling in mathematics? The very fact of his being a member of the Academy already implies that
he could not have neglected the subject. Cantor, who refers to his fine mathematical intellect (feinen mathematischen Geist), notes his separation
of Geometry from Geodesy,2 just as Plato had previously distinguished Arithmetic from Logistic.3 Though the specially mathematical works
ascribed to him are lost, and though the Mechanics are spurious and the Problems not to...
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