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Relations of the Committee on Education and Labor House of Representatives, One Hundred Third Congress, First Session, Hearings Held in
Washington, DC, October 21 and 26, 1993 The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:10 a.m. Room 2261, Raybum House Office Building, Hon.
Pat Williams, Chairman, presiding. Members present: Representatives Williams, Martinez, Payne, Unsoeld, Klink, Green, Roukema, Gunderson,
Armey, Hoekstra, Goodling, Ballenger and McKeon. Staff present: Phyllis Borzi, counsel for employee benefits; Jon Weintraub, staff director; Gail
Brown-Hubb, staff assistant; Russ Mueller, actuary/professional staff member; and Patrick Beers, staff assistant. Chairman Williams. Good morning.
I call this hearing of the Subcommittee on Labor-Management Relations to order. This morning the subcommittee will focus on the economic effect
of escalating health care costs on individuals and families and businesses and the benefits that will likely flow from reforming this current health
care system or non-system. When President Clinton spoke to the American people a few weeks ago outlining the goals of his health care reform
plan, he spoke first about the need for security and we all remember him holding up that health security cards. That card is the symbol of security,
security of access to all, to a nationally defined comprehensive package of benefits. The President spoke of fully portable coverage that is always
there, limited not by ability to pay, not by whether or not you are sick or by the fine print in an insurance policy norby a financial decision of an
employer to provide insurance or not provide it. These health benefits that the President envisions could never be...
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