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***xx Stephen Leacock was one of the most popular writers in the world in the early 20th century, and the Canadian writer was best known for his
humorous works. This is a biography of the famous French explorer Jacques Cartier. From the intro: In the town hall of the seaport of St Malo there
hangs a portrait of Jacques Cartier, the great sea-captain of that place, whose name is associated for all time with the proud title of Discoverer of
Canada. The picture is that of a bearded man in the prime of life, standing on the deck of a ship, his bent elbow resting upon the gunwale, his chin
supported by his hand, while his eyes gaze outward upon the western ocean as if seeking to penetrate its mysteries. The face is firm and strong,
with tight-set jaw, prominent brow, and the full, inquiring eye of the man accustomed both to think and to act. The costume marks the sea-captain

of four centuries ago. A thick cloak, gathered by a belt at the waist, enwraps the stalwart figure. On his head is the tufted Breton cap familiar in the
pictures of the days of the great navigators. At the waist, on the left side, hangs a sword, and, on the right, close to the belt, the dirk or poniard of the
period. How like or unlike the features of Cartier this picture in the town hall may be, we have no means of telling. Painted probably in 1839, it has

hung there for more than seventy years, and the record of the earlier prints or drawings from which its artist drew his inspiration no longer survives.
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