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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Tragedy
Coriolanus He, Tragedy Of Coriolanus is the original title under which this play appears in the Folio of 1623. A right understanding Of the play
requires, in the first place, an understanding of what is meant by a tragedy. The distinguishing characteristic of tragedy may be seen by contrasting
it on the one hand with the drama tised story of a martyrdom, and on the other with melodrama. In such a play as Massinger s Virgin Martyr our pity
is roused by the spectacle of the patiently-borne suIerings of righteous persons, crowned by their death. In a melodrama the innocent are brought
into trouble through misfortune or by the wiles Of a villain but in the end virtue triumphs, and vice receives its due punishment. N ow a tragedy so
far resembles a martyr dom that its end is fatal, the hero perishes but it diIers from both melodrama and martyrdom in this, that the suIerings and
death of the hero, however much they may provoke our pity or stir our resentment, yet arise tfzroug/z some fault of Izz s own.* The miseries of Lear
have their spring in his own obstinacy; the miseries of Macbeth in his own crime the miseries of Hamlet in his vacillation; Of Othello in his blind
simplicity. The hero of tragedy is one in whose nature the elements are not so perfectly mixed, but there remains some excess This is Aristotle s
canon, who defines the proper subject of tragedy as the change from good to ill fortune, neither of the excellently good nor the desperately wicked,
but of some hero, illustrious and happy, occasioned by some fault (bt dpap rlav fwd rc...
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