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***** Excerpt from A Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Libraries of the University of Chicago This Catalogue is the result of the conviction
that the possession of manuscripts of even a moderate antiquity carries with it the responsibility of publishing some account of them for the use of
scholars. It has also been our belief that a descriptive catalogue will make the manuscripts now in the University s possession more useful to the
departments to which they relate, and that the only way to build up a notable collection of manuscripts in the University is to make the most of
what we have. Not all indeed that the University now possesses in the way of manuscripts is here included. The Greek papyri in Haskell Oriental
Museum we have been obliged to reserve for separate treatment, although the inclusion of those texts from the Ptolemaic and Roman periods,
some of them unpublished, would have enriched this volume. The East Indian and other valuable oriental manuscripts belonging to Haskell
Museum we have left untouched. Since the completion of our work upon this Catalogue, too, new collections including valuable autograph letters
have been given to the University by Mr. Edward B. Butler, Dr. Frank W. Gunsaulus, Mrs. Erskine M. Phelps, and Mrs. Emma B. Hodge. Such
collections of letters and documents evidently call for a special catalogue. Further, the mass of manuscript fragments from bindings or still in
bindings present a large field for the manuscript cataloguer. We have made a beginning with these, but such pieces are seldom of value, and while a
few of the more significant ones are described in the present volume, we have not as...
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