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*****.Excerpt from Recollections of Brookline: Being an Account of the Houses, the Families, and the Roads, in Brookline, in the Years 1800 to 1810
Sir, There are probably but few persons living who have a distinct recollection of all the houses in Brookline, and of the families occupying them, in
the early years of the present century; but whether so or not, an account of them, with some passing remarks, may be suHiciently interesting to
justify your placing it before your readers. I will premise that I write on the spur of the moment, stimulated perhaps by seeing my name brought
before my old townsmen in a recent number of your paper, the only number I have ever seen. I write entirely from memory, not having referred to
any books or documents, nor having consulted any one whatever, and consequently there may be some errors, but I believe the account will be
found generally correct. At the commencement of this period there were but two houses on the borders of Jamaica pond besides the Acqueduct
house: viz. a red brick house opposite the centre on the east side, occupied by a French family, and a house at the south-west corner of the pond, at
the entrance of the road to upper Brookline, occupied by a Mr. Brimmer. At a later date, say about the year 1807, Mr. James Perkins, of Boston, built
a house on the east side, towards the north end of the pond. Mr. Brimmer kept in his fields a number of mules, said to be very vicious. They were the
terror of the children who had to pass down that way to Jamaica plain,...
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