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*xxxx Excerpt from The Temperature and Precipitation of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba So much has already been written to describe the
geographical features of these Western Provinces, in a fuller and more excellent manner than can be done here, in the publications of the
Department of the Interior, that it seems unnecessary to begin with an extended reference to the topography and resources of the Prairie Provinces.
But since one often meets well-informed persons who have the impression that these provinces are almost altogether a wide expanse of prairie
land of nearly unvarying level, it may not be out of place here to point out that a careful study of the maps accompanying this volume will be
sufficient to correct this impression. There are great prairies, but there are also hilly and broken plateau regions. So far as our observations go, the
variability of any of the meteorological factors tends to be least on the open prairie, and greatest where the contours are irregular. Good and bad
years from the agricultural standpoint are therefore more likely to be sharply differentiated in Southern Saskatchewan and Southern Alberta than
on the central plains; and this is probably true of the upper portion of the Assiniboine valley also, although the scarcity of observations from that
region leaves this a matter for future enquiry. The fixing of the variability of the rainfall within tabulated limits for various districts is, of course, the
most important thing from the agriculturists viewpoint and necessarily also from their bankers viewpoint; more important in fact than the fixing of
an average rainfall. But on account of the broken character of the records made in these provinces it...
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