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***x* Excerpt from John Bunyan Progress, he showed it to some of his friends and asked them whether he should print it or not. Some had scruples
about the treatment of sacred things in a fictitious narrative, but finding them divided he determined to publish it, prefixing to it, however, a preface
defending his use of similes and figures for tho purpose of instruction. In December 1677 the book was in the hands of the printer, Nathaniel Ponder,
and was entered by him at Stationers Hall. It was licensed on February 18, 1678, and published forthwith in a little octavo volume of 232 pages at
the price of eighteenpence. A second edition appeared within the year, a third in 1679, and by 1688 it had reached an eleventh edition. It was
translated into Dutch in 1682, into French in 1685, and into Welsh in 1688. Additional proof of its popularity was given by unauthorized
continuations, some of which were falsely attributed to Bunyan. The author of another which appeared in 1683, honestly styled Bunyan s volume a

necessary and useful tract which hath deservedly obtained such an universal esteem and commendation , but complained that certain specified

doctrines were inadequately treated in it, and that some passages occasioned lightness and laughter in vain and frothy minds . The second part of
the Pilgrim s Progress appeared in 1684. Bunyan s first intention had been to publish a companion to the Pilgrim s Progress rather than a

continuation. As | was considering with myself, he says, what | had written concerning the Progress of the Pilgrim from this world to glory; and how

it has been acceptable to many...
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