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Akashic Books,U.S., United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Readers who enjoy their hard-boiled
detective fiction seasoned with self-referential humor will welcome this collection, which includes two new short stories by Pascoe and Fassbender,
cofounders of the publisher UglyTown.The title work, a novel first published in 1998, is the highpoint, as a murder in a bowling alley claims the life
of Gentleman Joe Biggs, the city s leading bowler. Along the way to a craEy solution, the authors wink at the readers ( It was Suzi who made a
passing joke about this being a detective story, and as it goes in all good detective stories, it was now time to stake out the widow s house to see
what might develop )--a light touch that leavens a grim fictional universe. --Publishers Weekly (review) By The Balls.not only launched a series of
Ben Drake stories and novels but also put UglyTown on the map as a quirky but serious indie house focused on handsomely designed trade
paperback editions and hardboiled crime fiction with a strong sense of place. --Publishers Weekly (feature) By the Balls is manna from heaven for
aficionados of noir and lovers of the classics from older masters of the genre such as Hammett, Chandler, and Cain. The stories are fast with page-
turning addictiveness, filled with gems of street-smart dialogue and characters to kill for. Numerous illustrations by Paul Pope adorn the inner
pages, all of which are stark and beautifully rendered. And just when you think it can t get any better, over 20 short essays by industry luminaries
are thrown in for good measure. Noir collections don t get much better than this. --New York Journal of Books With their tongues well placed in
their pulpy cheeks, these stories could be...
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