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***x* Excerpt from British Columbia and Its Agricultural Capabilities: A Brief Descriptive Pamphlet Issued by the Department of Agriculture, British
Columbia British Columbia Its Agricultural Capabilities And Possibilities, British Columbia, although not, strictly speaking, an agricultural country,
has nevertheless large areas of arable land of great fertility, and capable of producing much more than is required of its present or prospective
population. The mining and other industries in the earlier history of the Province so completely occupied the attention of its inhabitants that British
Columbia came to be considered by them, and naturally by outsiders, as a country quite unfit for agricultural pursuits; and so much was this the
case, that when the subject of Confederation was first mooted, not only was British Columbia designated by one of the leading statesmen of the
East as A Sea of Mountains, but it was actually looked upon as utterly worthless, the derelict of Canada, by many people who should and perhaps
did know better; and even after the wonderful resources of the Western Province had developed to such an extent as to wring the acknowledgement
of its richness from its detractors, the belief still existed, and does exist among many, that although rich in minerals, timber, fish and coal, there is
not agricultural land sufficiently extensive or good in the Province to produce enough to feed its own inhabitants, to say nothing of the possibility of
its production ever reaching such a point as to contemplate exportation outside its confines. Now, whilst it is quite true that British Columbia is not,
strictly speaking, an agricultural country, never did a greater fallacy exist than that the agricultural area of land is...
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