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and subject to interpretation. While several other organizations have developed definitions of cloud computing, many of the elements of these
definitions are encompassed in the NIST definition. Cloud computing is further defined by its service and deployment models. There are three
service models: infrastructure as a service, platform as a service, and soFware as a service ( see fig. 1 ). Infrastructure as a service provides various
infrastructure components such as hardware, storage, and other fundamental computing resources. Platform as a service provides a service that
runs over an underlying infrastructure. A platform vendor o@ers a ready-to-use platform, such as an operating system like MicrosoF Windows or
Linux, which runs on vendor-provided infrastructure. Customers can build applications on a platform using application development frameworks,
middleware capabilities, and functions such as databases. SoFware as a service runs on an underlying platform and infrastructure managed by the
vendor and provides a self-contained operating environment used to deliver a complete application such as Web-based e-mail and related
management capabilities. Page 11 GAO-10-513 Cloud Computing This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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