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All of us who are true Englishmen honour the memory of Nelson, and it is therefore with some diFiculty that, in publishing fresh evidence as to the
aFair at Naples, I also answer, as I am obliged to do, attacks denouncing me as Nelson s accuser. That role I most certainly shall not accept. But just
as it is possible to honour William III. s memory, or Clive s, or Napoleon s, and yet to tell or listen to the truth in the aFairs of Limerick, Omichund,
and D Enghien, so it is in Nelson s case; and it seems to me that patriotism and hero-worship are running riot in a field not theirs, when popular
appeals about Trafalgar, prejudicial to impartial historical inquiry, are put forward to induce belief that Nelson committed no crime at Naples.
Circumstances now force me to this subject again. When I wrote before (English Historical Review, April 1898), bringing forward for the first time in
this country the Italian evidence, and Sacchinelli s in particular, it was with the consciousness that other evidence existed which was then beyond
my reach. With much of this I have since been furnished by the Marchese Maresca, the chief authority for the period, for whose generous and
unwearying kindness (though not meaning for a moment to suggest that he is responsible for the use here made of it) I have no words adequate to
express my gratitude. Among the authorities so obtained, and new to English ears, may be noted the Memoria of...
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