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***** The Sephardics are the lost Jews of America --the dark-skinned descendants of the Jews expelled from Spain in 1492, who found new homes

in the Balkans, the Mideast and North Africa. Dancing in the Shadows is their fascinating story, told through one unforgettable family. Dancing in the
Shadows is Cohen s novelized treatment of the stories he heard repeatedly from his grandparents, parents, uncles and aunts about the multitude of
generations that made up his unique family. Through his retelling, Cohen describes his family s struggles to balance tradition against assimilation.
He tells their dramatic story of love, loss, and strength in a work that makes the vibrant Sephardic culture come alive once again. Relying heavily on
his maternal grandmother s lore, Cohen recreates the lost world of his Sephardic ancestors. From the Ottoman Empire to Jerusalem to their
eventual assimilation in America s melting pot, his family moved across continents in search of home and safety. Follow his proud family s heritage
back to third-century Himyarite Yemen when that land was ruled by three Jewish kings. For nearly a thousand years, his Sephardic family was

entrusted with protecting an ancient scroll of the biblical Book of Esther, saved from the ruins of the Temple of Solomon, and which contains

powerful secrets for Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Growing up in a Sephardic home, Marvin Cohen knew his family was very different from the
more numerous Ashkenazi Jews in Brooklyn and Manhattan s lower East Side. His family had very dark skin; they ate different foods and practiced
different religious rituals. They didn t speak or understand Yiddish, but rather, spoke Ladino, an almost extinct Judeo-Spanish tongue descended
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