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*****.Excerpt from American Fossil Cycads The investigations here recorded were begun in the field in 1898. During the summer of that year, while
collecting Testudinata in the Bad Lands of the Cheyenne River and Dinosauria in the nearby Rim of the Eastern Black Hills, I had many opportunities
for visiting and carefully examining the famous Black Hawk cycad locality, to which my attention had been previously directed by Professor Marsh,
when the season s work was planned. It was, too, during the fall of 1898 that, as is more fully related in the fourth chapter, I had the good fortune to
discover, well to the north of the old Black Hawk locality and to the east of Piedmont, the fossil cycad bearing the most perfectly silicified prefoliate
fronds of any yet obtained. Soon aGer this discovery, furthermore, Professor Lester F. Ward, whom I then met for the first time, revisited the
Piedmont-Black Hawk region. Thus I found myself in touch with the two men of all others in this country most interested in the fossil cycads - the
one primarily in securing a great and representative collection, the other in making these peculiarly interesting and problematic forms accessible to
the further study so urgently required; and I returned to New Haven with the fixed intention of attempting a complete elaboration of the structure of
the Mesozoic cycads as soon as might prove feasible. The necessity for the proposed series of thin sections was fully appreciated by Professor
Marsh, and it was particularly pleasing to me that he was able to take part in the discovery of the staminate disk and foliage which was made shortly
thereafter. The...
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