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***x* Excerpt from Shakespeare and the Makers of Virginia Through the munificence of Sir Charles Wakefield, our Academy has since, as has been
stated to you this afternoon, been enabled to commemorate the Raleigh Tercentenary by administering a Fund singularly adapted for advancing
the cooperation of American and English historical scholarship. One other recent manifestation of this sense of international unity | venture to note,
before entering on my immediate theme, to which it seems peculiarly germane. Two years ago, 1917, the Royal Historical Society published a
volume of very great interest, introduced by a weighty preface from the hand of our honoured late President, Viscount Bryce, and containing a
series of essays by historical scholars of high eminence, commemorating, in connexion with the seven hundredth-anniversary, in 1915, of the grant
of our great English Charter at Runnymede. None of these essays, | think, surpassed in value that by a distinguished American jurist, now a member
of our Cambridge Professorial Body (Dr. H. D. Hazeltine), who in this paper showed with perfect clearness how the growth of the colonies in America
meant, from the very beginning, the extension of English institutions and laws to these little Englands across the sea. To their birthright of the
English traditions of the sixteenth and earlier centuries was now added the gift of the constitutional and legal principles established in seventeenth-
century England. Thus it came to pass - and this is a feature of English colonial life without a parallel in the history of modern colonization - that in
the political and constitutional controversy of the colonial period (of American history) the rights of the colonists as Englishmen played a vitally
important...
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